Key Stage 3 and 4

Sport in the economy

Background

Sport-related business plays a big part in the British economy and involves a wide range jobs. This unit 

demonstrates how much money the sports industry generates, where it is spent and the wide range of career 

opportunities it creates.

The data comes from Sport England research which compares growth between 1995 and 2005. More recent data 

was unavailable at the time of writing, but this paper still has validity in demonstrating growth and where money  

is spent.

Learning outcomes

By the end of this lesson pupils will:

• Be aware how the sports industry contributes to the country’s economy

• Have considered how different business buy and sell differing goods and services within the sports industry.

Materials needed

• Resource sheet 1: Learning vault – challenge 1

• Resource sheet 2: Learning vault – challenge 2

Tasks

1 Starter: Find out what pupils know about the economy by using a mind map activity.
Summarise with the statement from Resource sheet 1: Learning Vault – challenge 1: ‘The economy is a mass    of activity incorporating everything we do at work in shops, offices, factories, banks as well as what we do at school, home and in our leisure time.’
2 Put pupils into groups. Hand out Resource sheet 1: Learning Vault – challenge 1. Explain that the group will be  

  asked to give feedback on what they think the answers to the questions are. 

3 Repeat with Resource sheet 2: Learning Vault – challenge 2.

4 Go to the Sports Industry Group website: www.sportindustry.biz. (This website is continually updated so the   

  teacher will need to research the site for a suitable interview/article that demonstrates the range of sports- 

  related businesses.) 

5 Handout Resource sheet 3: Learning Vault – challenge 3. While pupils are discussing their business

  Ideas, ask them questions such as: How big is your business? Does it have employees or do you buy in 

  services from freelancers or other companies? etc.

Review

Ask the pupils if the lesson and challenges have:

• Made them consider a career in the sports industry.

• Made them consider how much they spend on sports-related goods and services.

Variations

This has been written for schools who are Specialist Sports Colleges. The tasks can, however, be applied to any 

school specialism.

Other resources

Made of Money: A print and DVD pack from the Bank of England looking at what the economy is, how it works and 

how it stays on track: www.bankofengland.co.uk/education/madeofmoney/index.htm

www.mymoneyonline.org
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Key Stage 3 and 4

Resource sheet 1: Learning vault – challenge 1

Learning vault 1

What is the economy?

The economy is a mass of activity incorporating everything we do at work in shops, 

offices, factories, banks as well as what we do at school, home and in our leisure time.

The economy is made up of:

consumers who

• buy goods and services

businesses that

• buy goods and services

• sell goods and services

the Government, that

• buys goods and services 

• provides goods and services.

Supply and demand

All of this supply and demand creates a flow of money around the economy with 

everyone buying and paying for goods and services.

Learning challenge 1

1 Give some examples of goods and services that consumers buy:
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2 Choose a business and give some examples of goods and services they:

•   Buy
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•  Sell
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3 Think of a service the government provides i.e. schools, roads, hospitals. 

    What type of goods and services would they:

•  Buy?
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•  Provide?
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Key Stage 3 and 4

Resource sheet 2: Learning vault – challenge 2

Learning vault 2

Sport worth over £15 billion a year to nation’s economy

Research commissioned by Sport England shows that sport-related economic activity in England reached a 

record high of £15.47 billion in 2005. This includes everything from sales of sports clothing and equipment to 

jobs in the sports industry. 

This is nearly a 50% increase since 2000. The growth in England’s sport economy has outstripped that of 

the economy as a whole, as well as comparable sectors such as gambling.

This research shows the sporting pound is very important to the economic health of the nation. More people 

are using their wages to go and watch matches, buy sports clothing or splash out on the latest sports 

equipment. More importantly, new jobs are being created and sports clubs are benefiting from increase 

in subscriptions.

Key findings from the report include:

• Sport-related economic activity in England increased from £10.37 billion in 2000 to £15.47 billion in 2005;                

   an increase of almost 50%

• Consumer expenditure on sport in England increased from £11.81 billion in 2000 to £16.58 billion in               

   2005; an increase of 40%

• The highest category of consumer spending is ‘participation subscription and fees’ at £3.5 billion in 2005    

   - more than sports clothing and gambling categories

• Spending on sports-related equipment increased from £0.7 billion in 2000 to £1.2 billion in 2005, an               

   increase of 67%

• Sports clothing (20%), subscriptions and fees (20%) and sports equipment (19%) accounted for the                            

   majority of consumer expenditure on sport in 2005, while admission to events accounted for just 4% of      

   consumer sport expenditure

• Sport-related employment in England stood at 434,000 jobs in 2005, an increase of 68,500 jobs (19%)               

   since 2000

• In 2005 sport-related employment in England accounted for 1.8% of all employment in the country,              

   greater than the combined employment of the radio, TV and publishing sectors

• The majority of sport-related jobs (76%) are in the commercial sector, with 12% in the voluntary sector               

   and 12% in the public sector

• Public and voluntary sector sport-related jobs increased from 63,000 in 1985 to 103,000 in 2005.

Learning challenge 2

1 Name as many types of business as you can that could be included in the 

   sports industry (e.g. Media, clubs, coaches, manufacturers of equipment etc.) 



2 Where would the Government be involved in the sports industry? 

   (e.g. Training athletes/teachers/coaches, funding sporting events etc.)



3 What service or goods would a consumer buy from the sports industry? 

   (e.g. Equipment, coaching, club membership, tickets etc.)

www.mymoneyonline.org


